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TOWN OF CLIFTON FORGE, VIRGINIA
www.cliftonforgeva.gov
Minutes
	Parks & Trails Initiative
Stakeholders Meeting #43

	May 9, 2016 




	I.	Welcome / Updates from Last Meeting




· Discuss Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan public meeting scheduled for May 17th.  The map provides a conceptual plan that was developed by VDOT with input from the Parks & Trails committee.  One trail that was not shown on the map is the old railroad grade that extends to the Callie Mines area in Botetourt County.  Don Ford will check his maps for location of the railroad bed.  Darlene Burcham has asked the Roanoke Valley Alleghany Regional Commission to look into gaps in the trails between localities and to see how these gaps can be addressed. A suggestion was made to provide a copy of the map to DSLCC for students to see the proposed trails and make them aware of the meeting for input on the trails. Members were urged to inform their friends of this meeting.

· Status of Alleghany Highlands Trail maps. I met with Sandra Wright of the Chamber last week and we reviewed the proof for the brochure of the trails in the Alleghany Highlands.  The brochure will show a trail from the McGraw Horse Trail to the reservoir and will have Hazel Run and the Smith Creek Corridor Trail in the brochure.  Also, the signs have been ordered to post in the National Forest directing trail users to Clifton Forge.

· Update status of segment 3 of the Smith Creek Corridor Trail. Work is progressing on Segment 3 of the Smith Creek Corridor Trail.  The contractor stated that with 4 or 5 days of good weather they could be ready for the paving to begin.

· Update from Gary Price/Tina Hostetter on Linden Park ball field. Gary Price was unable to attend due to a funeral and Tina Hostetter was not present; however Doug Houtz said that after a rain he saw three puddles on the field and that the puddles dried very quickly after the rain.  We then discussed playground equipment for the smaller children (2-5 years old) and how to address adding additional playground equipment.  Don Ford brought up the possibility of using residential playground equipment (combination swings, slides and treehouses) and John Hillert said that he helped with the installation of this type of equipment at Safe House and he felt that the durability of this type of equipment comes into question.  It may be used as a temporary measure to provide more time to accumulate funds for equipment similar to what was installed last fall, but cannot be counted on as a long term solution for playground equipment.  Then we discussed the purchase of individual pieces so equipment could be added over time.  Then a question was raised about using the area as a garden or play area with sand or dirt for children to play in.  John Hillert suggested that Don Ford contact some of his peers to see what type of playground equipment young children prefer based on the equipment that is replaced most often.  Darlene Burcham suggested that civic organizations be contacted to make donations for individual pieces of equipment.  At the next meeting Don Ford will have the proposed improvements for Booker T. Washington Park to distribute.
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