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COUNCIL MINUTES
TOWN OF CLIFTON FORGE, VIRGINIA

7:00 P.M. TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2019
CLIFTON FORGE TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
547 MAIN STREET
CALL TO ORDER-Mayor Irvine called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.


PRESENT:  Mayor Jeff Irvine, Vice Mayor Pamela Marshall, Councilman Robert Umstead, Councilman David Oeltjen, Councilman Ronald Goings 

Also, present but not on the roll: Darlene Burcham, Town Manager, David Davis, Town Attorney, and Angela Carper, Clerk
INVOCATION- David Davis led the attendees and Council in Prayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-Mr. Davis led the attendees and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATION
Clifton Forge Main Street Storefront of the Year and Volunteer of the Year Awards—Bill Atherholt, President
Mr. Atherholt stated that he was covering for Kara Caldwell, President, who couldn’t attend the meeting.  The first award was presented to Janet Spearman for Volunteer of the Year for her efforts as volunteer coordinator for the Heritage Day event, and many more volunteer activities such as working at the Masonic Theatre as an usher, tour guide, and fundraiser, helping to work and coordinate the John Hillert Soup-er Sunday event. He mentioned that Janet has also helped with a community kitchen helping those in need and is a Master Naturalist at Douthat State Park as well.  Ms. Spearman accepted the award and thanked everyone. 
The second award was presented to the Alleghany Highlands Arts and Crafts Center for Storefront of the Year.  Buddy Carter accepted the award, along with Betsy Carter, Director.  Mrs. Atherholt advised that Buddy has worked at the center 5-6 years, volunteered for well over 10 years, and has done the window displays now for quite some time, as well as serving as a member of the Board, and working as a cashier during business hours.
CONSENT AGENDA
1.  MINUTES  
Council Meeting January 9, 2019















RECOMMENDATION:  Approve minutes of January 9, 2019
Motion to accept minutes with changes to titles of Council members that had been mis-printed on a few pages.  The request was made by Vice Mayor Pam Marshall and those changes have been made.
Motion made by:
Vice Mayor Marshall

Seconded by:

Councilman Goings

ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilman Oeltjen

Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0
2.  RESOLUTION FOR INTERIM FINANCING FOR DAM PROJECT


As part of the previously approved loan application process through the 
USDA, the town is required to provide a resolution which is necessary to 
finalize the closing for the interim financing through Cobank



RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt resolution
Angela Carper, Clerk, read excerpts from the resolution as required.

Councilman Goings asked Mrs. Burcham if the amount of the loan is the total needed for the project.  Mrs. Burcham explained that the $2.8 million is a loan to be repaid over time, but that the difference is being provided by a $1.8 million grant which will not have to be paid back.
Motion made by:
Councilman Oeltjen
Seconded by:

Councilman Goings
ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilman Oeltjen

Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0
3.  BOND RESOLUTION


On the advice of outside counsel, Mr. Darby is suggesting that we have an integrated decision for the whole transaction with Rural Development.  This resolution will accompany the previously approved interim financing resolution.

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt resolution

Angela Carper, Clerk, read excerpts from the resolution as required and with no further questions or comments, a motion was made to adopt.

Motion made by:
Councilman Goings

Seconded by:

Councilman Oeltjen

ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilman Oeltjen

Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0
ACTION ITEMS
4. DEPARTMENT REPORTS


Police Department

Public Library


Public Works Department


Water Treatment Plant

Community Development

Fire Department

Finance Department



RECOMMENDATION:  Accept reports as written

Motion made by:
Vice Mayor Marshall

Seconded by:

Councilman Oeltjen

ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilman Oeltjen

Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0
INFORMATION

Town offices will be closed on Monday, February 18, 2019 in observance of George Washington Day.
MANAGER’S COMMENTS

Mrs. Burcham complimented the Public Works staff on their great handling of the most recent weather situation and asked everyone to be mindful that even during inclement weather where most of us get to stay inside, those guys are out helping contractors, vendors, and doing work themselves in that weather.  Give them a thanks if you see them out!
Mrs. Burcham also mentioned two upcoming events, one at Warren Hall at DSLCC called the “Theory of Change”, and a “Community Health Launch” on Wednesday, February 6 at the Fire Station.  She encouraged everyone to attend.  Mrs. Burcham also reminded everyone that the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Walk of Legacy has been postponed until February 17.

UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
CLIFTON FORGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

TODDLER TIME—WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2018, 11 – 11:45 AM
PRE-SCHOOL STORY TIME—WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2019, 11 AM – NOON

CLIFTON FORGE SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
JAMMIN AT THE MILL—FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2019, 7 PM

MASONIC THEATRE
 

ALEXA ROSE TRIO CONCERT—SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2019, 7:30 PM

VIP BLUES JAM 2019—FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2019, 7:30 PM

2019 BLUES FESTIVAL—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019, 6 PM

THE VIRGINIA OPRY “BE MY VALENTINE” SHOW—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019, 7 PM
RIDDICK DANCE—SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019, 7 PM
MLK DAY WALK OF LEGACY—SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2018, 3 PM

QUILT RETRETA WITH KAYE ENGLAND 2019—THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019, 2 PM
PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilman Umstead stated that it was a pleasure to be a part of the Roxbury Oversight Committee and to hear about the progress on the project.  He stated he is impressed by the group and pleased with the completion date that has been estimated of July 1 or sooner.  He stated that he will also be reporting on the Intergovernmental Committee once he and Jeff have met with them.  Mr. Umstead congratulated the Volunteer of the Year and Storefront of the Year award winners and thanked everyone for coming out to the meeting.
Councilman Oeltjen thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and congratulated the Alleghany Highlands Arts and Crafts Center and Janet Spearman.  He commented that the Town has a lot of volunteers and is indebted to them all because they are the unsung heroes who do much more than is realized.  Mr. Oeltjen stated that he could not say enough good things about the Public Works Department, they always exceed his expectations and go above and beyond to take care of things.
Councilman Goings joked about the advantages of speaking third, having everything already said for him!  He also congratulated the award winners and stated that he hoped all of the efforts would continue into the next year.
Vice Mayor Marshall stated that she wished to echo the others comments regarding Public Works and the award winners.  She stated that she was fortunate enough to get a photo of the Police Department in their new uniforms.  She wished Bobby Irvine good luck on his upcoming inspection at the Water Treatment Plant.  She stated that she had attended the “Bridged Out of Poverty” workshop and hopes to implement some of those thoughts.  She stated her take on the general idea of the workshop was that you meet people wherever you are and stand shoulder to shoulder with them.  She then ended by quoting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s use of the preamble, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal…”
Mayor Irvine thanked everyone for coming, he thanked Janet, Buddy, and the Alleghany Highlands Arts and Crafts Center for all their hard work and congratulated them on their awards.  He then provided the 2019 Clifton Forge Town Council Goals.  A copy of the goals follows:
2019 Clifton Forge Town Council Goals

1.  
Continue and improve communications with Town residents through 
talking, listening, press releases.

2.   
Promote Tax Exemption Program, reminding citizens of its 
advantages 
through website communication.

3.   
Continue to receive regular updates from 
Chamber, Economic 
Development, Planning Commission, Main Street, Armory, Library, 
Citizen Advisory Committee, and the Arts Organizations.

4.   
Continue marketing of Town-owned properties, especially the 13 acres of 
Industrial Park and Clifton Forge High School.

5.   
Market and promote the Town online through websites and social media.

6.   
Complete the Roxbury Project: support efforts by Town Manager and all 
involved and investigate future grants for 
other neighborhoods.

7.   
Continue to work with Amtrak to move their facility to Heritage Center.

8.   
Continue improvements to signs, curbs, sidewalks and paving of streets, 
and weed removal.

9.   
Continue to encourage Town clean-up by 
working through the Corridor 
Curb 
Appeal Committee, Beyond the Corridor initiatives that will benefit 
the Town such as new restaurants.

10. 
Investigate how to expand the cleanup effort to other neighborhoods.

11. 
Start improvements on dam project.

12. 
Eliminate car decals by using alternate billing procedure.

13. 
Determine public interest in recycling and how to expand.

14. 
Continue working with other localities.

15. 
Increase civic pride.

CLOSED SESSION – PURSUANT TO SECTION CHAPTER 2.2-3711 A-3 REAL ESTATE:  DISCUSSION OF OPTION RENEWAL AND UNSOLICITED PROPOSAL 
Motion made by:  
Councilman Umstead


Time: 7:41 PM
Seconded by:

Councilman Goings
ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilwoman Oeltjen
Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0

Motion to return to open session




Time: 8:29 PM

    Motion made by:  
Councilman Umstead



Seconded by:

Councilman Oeltjen

ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilwoman Oeltjen
Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0
Motion to certify only indicated items were discussed

Motion made by:

Councilman Oeltjen
Seconded by:

Vice Mayor Marshall
ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilwoman Oeltjen
Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0

Motion to nominate Councilman Goings to be the CEDS Committee representative

Motion made by:

Councilman Umstead

Seconded by:

Mayor Irvine

ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilwoman Oeltjen
Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0

Motion to adjourn






TIME:  8:50 PM
Motion made by:

Councilman Oeltjen
Seconded by:

Councilman Umstead
ROLL CALL VOTE

Councilman Umstead

Aye
Councilwoman Oeltjen
Aye
Councilman Goings

Aye

Vice Mayor Marshall

Aye

Mayor Jeff Irvine

Aye
Motion passed: 


5-0
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